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O R E G O N



Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

• Agency within the United States Department of Agriculture

• Born from the Dust Bowl in 1935 as the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) and 
eventually became the Natural Resources Conservation Service

• Provide technical and financial assistance to farmers, ranchers, and forest 
landowners



About NRCS

Our Mission: We deliver conservation solutions so 
agricultural producers can protect natural resources and 
feed a growing world. 

Our Vision: A world of clean and abundant water, healthy 
soils, resilient landscapes, and thriving agricultural 
communities through voluntary conservation.

We work voluntarily with producers and communities 
to find the best solutions to meet their unique 
conservation and business goals. 



How to find us?
Visit nrcs.usda.gov 



How to find us?



How to Get Started with NRCS

• Call, email, or stop by your local 
service center

• Share with local employees about 
your operation 

 Crops, Livestock

 Natural resource concerns for your 
operations

 Current infrastructure

 Goals for your operation

• Schedule a field visit!



Financial Assistance Programs

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

• Regional Conservation Stewardship Program (RCPP)

• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
 Agricultural Lands Easement (ALE)

 Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE)

• Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA)

• Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)

• Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP)

• Watershed Rehabilitation Program (REHAB)

• Watershed and Flood Prevention Operations Program (WFPO)

• Healthy Forests Reserve Program (HFRP)



Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP)

EQIP provides technical and financial assistance to 
agricultural producers and forest landowners to address 
natural resource concerns, such as: 

• Improved water and air quality

• Conserved ground and surface water

• Increased soil health

• Reduced soil erosion and sedimentation

• Improved or created wildlife habitat

• Mitigation against drought

NRCS works one-on-one with producers to develop a 
conservation plan that outlines conservation practices 
and activities to help solve on-farm resource issues.



Irrigation Systems

• Irrigation System, Sprinkler

• Irrigation System, 
Microirrigation

• Irrigation Pipeline

• Pumping Plant

• Structure for Water Control

• Irrigation Water Management



Soil Health Systems

• Residue and Tillage 
Management, Reduced Till

• Residue and Tillage 
Management, No Till

• Cover Crop

• Conservation Crop 
Rotation



Nutrient and Pest Management

• Nutrient 
Management 

• Pest Management



High Tunnel Systems

• High Tunnel Systems



Grazing Management

• Fence

• Watering Facility

• Livestock Pipeline

• Well

• Pumping Plant

• Spring Development

• Prescribed Grazing

• Range Planting



Forestry Management

• Forest Management Plan

• Forest Stand Improvement

• Woody Residue Treatment

• Forest Trails and Landings

• Fuel Breaks

• Brush Management

• Tree/Shrub Establishment

• Tree/Shrub Site Preparation



Things to Consider

• Must meet program eligibility requirements

• Fund pools in each state vary by resource concerns, land uses, practices, and 
geographic areas – Consult your local office!

• Applications are ranked in applicable fund pools 
 Competitive process that prioritizes best conservation

• Cost-share rates very from 50% to 75% for non-historically underserved producers, 
and from 75 to 90% for historically underserved producers of the expected costs. 

• Funding cycles are typically annual
 If you need to get a practice installed quickly, this probably isn’t the best program for you



EQIP Eligibility

EQIP Eligibility is –

Applicant Eligibility Land Eligibility Resource Concern Eligibility



Applicant Eligibility
• Be an agricultural producer 

 A person, legal entity, Indian Tribe, Alaska Native corporation, or joint operation with signature authority

 Engaged in agricultural production or forestry management or have an interest in the agricultural or forestry 
operation associated with the land offered for enrollment. Interest in the agricultural operations means one of the 
following: 

 Owner or renter of the land in the agricultural operation

 Have an interest in the agricultural products, commodities, or livestock produced by the agricultural 
operation

 Be a member of a legal entity or joint operation that either owns or rents land in the agricultural operation or 
has an interest in the agricultural products, commodities, or livestock producers by the agricultural operation

• Be within the applicable EQIP payment limitations 
 A person or legal entity may not receive, directly or indirectly, payments that, in the aggregate exceeds $450,000 

for all EQIP contracts or $200,000 for all EQIP-CIC contracts entered into during FY2019-FY2023

 2018 Farm Bill contracts under the National Organic Initiative may not exceed $140,000



Land Eligibility
• Land included in the application must be agricultural or non-industrial private 

forest land and one of the following:
 Privately owned land

 Publicly owned plan

 Indian land

• Irrigation History Requirements
 Land must have been irrigated for at least 2 out of the last 5 years to qualify for irrigation-related 

conservation practices that improve water conservation.



Application Requirements
Applicants will establish farm records with FSA and must complete required certifications to 
complete the application process. 

NRCS –

• CPA-1200: Conservation Program Application 

FSA –

• AD-1026: Highly Erodible Land Compliance and Wetland Compliance Certification

• CCC-941: Adjusted Gross Income Certification

• CCC-902: Farm Operating Plan



Conservation Program Application

Available in –

• English

• Spanish

• Hmong

• Korean



Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP)

CSP is intended for working lands and is the largest conservation program in the United 
States. Some of the benefits include: 

 Enhanced resiliency to weather and market volatility

 Decreased need for agricultural inputs

 Improved wildlife habitat conditions

NRCS works one-on-one with producers to develop a conservation plan that outlines and 
enhances existing efforts, using new conservation practices or activities, based on 
management objectives for the operation. 

CSP contracts are for 5 years, with the opportunity to compete for a contract renewal 
(additional 5 years) to achieve additional conservation objectives. 



Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP)

By leveraging collective resources and collaborating on common goals, RCPP 
demonstrates the power of public-private partnerships in delivering results for agriculture 
and conservation.

 RCPP Classic – Projects are implemented using NRCS contracts and easements with producers, 
landowners, and communities in collaboration with project partners

 RCCP Grants – The lead partner must work directly with agricultural producers to support the 
development of new conservation structures and approaches that would not otherwise be available 
under RCPP Classic

RCPP projects may include a range of on-the-ground conservation activities 
implemented by farmers, ranchers and forest landowners. These include: 

o Land management/land improvement/restoration practices

o Land rentals

o Entity-held easements

o United States-held easements

o Public works/watersheds



Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)

ACEP helps landowners, land trusts, and other entities protect the agricultural viability and related 
conservation values of eligible land by limiting nonagricultural uses which negatively affect agricultural 
uses and conservation values, protect grazing uses and related conservation values by restoring or 
conserving eligible grazing land, and protecting and restoring and enhancing wetlands on eligible 
land.  

• Agricultural Land Easement (ALE) – helps private and tribal landowners, land trusts and other entities such as 
state and local governments protect croplands and grasslands on working farms and ranches by limiting non-
agricultural uses of the land through conservation easements. 

• Wetland Reserve Easements (WRE) – helps private and tribal landowners protect, restore and enhance wetlands 
which have been previously degraded due to agricultural uses.  



Questions?




